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REPEAL WEEK — “2015 REPORT CARD: RED TAPE REDUCTION” 
Statement by Minister for Finance 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Finance) [2.04 pm]: I rise today to table the government’s 
inaugural “2015 Report Card: Red Tape Reduction” that highlights the government’s red tape and regulatory 
reform achievements and actions over the past year. The report card highlights 36 examples of red tape reduction 
across government, but in the past 12 months the government has progressed over 100 initiatives. The 
government has delivered practical benefits for small business and the community by saving time and costs, and 
making life easier. I announced the government’s reinvigorated regulatory reform plan back in March 2015, 
which is aimed at cutting red tape and supporting small business, investment and jobs growth. In September 
2015, I announced the government’s regulatory reform policy statement and identified our major reform priority 
areas. The report card shows that progress is already being made in these reform priority areas, and no doubt we 
will further advance reforms in these areas next year. We have made substantial gains in reducing compliance 
burden, duplication and unnecessary delays. We have also made it easier for business and the community to 
interact with government. A number of government processes have become digital, keeping in step with the 
changing nature of business in the community. The Office of the Government Chief Information Officer was 
created in July this year to establish and drive a whole-of-government information and communications 
technology strategy, policy and reform agenda. 

The government is committed to removing unnecessary red tape and duplication, continually improving 
processes and ensuring that regulation targets objectives that provide real value for the community. The 
inaugural “2015 Report Card: Red Tape Reduction” is testimony to this commitment. Over Repeal Week, 
ministers will highlight the achievements and actions in their portfolios. I will now highlight a few: the National 
Construction Code is now freely available, saving business its purchase price of $400; extending Sunday trading 
hours by two hours for venues such as hotels and nightclubs; relieving cash-flow pressures for up to 108 
operators by allowing licence fees to be paid in instalments; helping rock lobster licensees avoid lost income 
through improved quota overrun systems; and the public school sector is being supported by moving criminal 
screening checks online. Since July 2015, over 1 200 applications have been processed online, saving time and 
increasing accuracy. 

[See paper 3629.] 
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